| 36§ 4ape

SERVING AS YOUR VOICE OF THE NIKKEI COMMUNITY SINCE 1902
—

Vol. 64, issue 16 / April 8, 2009 ( i 21 % )

ReNd)

Learning roots and future
through moon research

By Shihou Sasaki
The North American Post

elebrating the 400th anniversary of
‘ the first astronomical observation

through a telescope by Galileo
Galilei, an Italian astronomer, and the 40th
anniversary of the first moon landing by
Neil Armstrong of Apollo 11, the Seattle
Cherry Blossom and Japanese Cultural
Festival will feature moon exploring with
Japanese astronomical technology.

Shinichi Sobue, Japanese Aerospace
Exploration Agency (JAXA)'s SELENE
project associate senior engineer, will
present its project of moon exploring
and update information with informative
images taken by a lunar explorer
SELENE, known as Kaguya, during the
festival on Apr. 19.

“Learning about the moon can give us
opportunities to know the history of the
earth, how the solar system was created
and even where our roots are from,” Sobue
said in Japanese.

According to JAXA, SELENE was

launched on Sept. 14, 2007 to gather
information on the moon to understand
its origin and evolution and future
astronomical activities. This is the largest
lunar mission since the Apollo program
initiated by National Aeronautics and
Spaces Administration (NASA).

Sobue said that the moon was formed
about 4.5 billion years ago, which is
almost the same as the earth age. But
compared to the earth, the moon has
not been active but still retains the
information of the origin as it was
formed.

In the future of human astronomical
activity, the moon would be the first
base of the out of earth orbit, and
SELENE has an important role to gather
moon data for the project. During the
presentation, Sobue also plans to share
some images from SELENE including a
full earthrise over the moon surface.

“I think the full earthrise will
provide us a valuable message about the
preciousness and vanity of the earth,” he
said. “Through the presentation, I hope
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we can share the thought that the earth
is our precious home to be protected.”
Japanese astronomical technology
may be one of the top levels in the world.
JAXA’s H-IIA rocket is an expendable
launch system for launching satellites,
which made 14 successes in 15 projects
as of January 2009. Its launching point

Photo courtesy of Japanese Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA)

EREH=FHACHEMBMMN AXA)

is located in Tanegashima Space Center °
in Tanegashima, a southern island of

Japan. The latest launch included GOSAT,

known as “Ibuki,” the first satellite for

greenhouse-gas-monitoring to measure

carbon dioxide and methane for the

environmental research.
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Topic: The Moon and

Earth observed by Japan's

~ lunar explorer "KAGUYA" (SELENE)
Lecturer: Shinichi Sobue

When:
Where:
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Sunday, Apr. 19 (1 - 2 pm)
Center House Room A
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919 124th AVE. NE, Suite 207
Bellevue, WA 98005

TEL: (425) 679-5120
FAX: (425) 679-5122
E-MAIL: shunju@jbaseattle.org

www.jbaseattle.org
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Japan Agricultural
Exchange Council

10740 Meridian Ave. N., #209
Seattle, WA 98133

(206) 622-8523
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COMMUNITY
CENTER of
WASHINGTON
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www.jcccw.org
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JAPANESE COMMUNITY
SERVICE
OF SEATTLE

206-323-0250




