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SELENE : SELenological and ENgineering Explorer "KAGUYA"
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Japan’s first large lunar explorer was launched by the

H-IIA rocket on September 14, 2007 (JST). This explorer
named “KAGUYA (SELENE: SELenological and ENgineering
Explorer)” has been keenly anticipated by many countries as
it represents the largest lunar exploration project since the
Apollo program.

The lunar missions that have been conducted so far have
gathered a large amount of information on the Moon, but
the mystery surrounding its origin and evolution remains
unsolved. KAGUYA will investigate the entire moon in order
to obtain information on its elemental and mineralogical
distribution, its geography, its surface and subsurface
structure, the remnants of its magnetic field and its gravity
field using the observation equipment installed. The results
are expected to lead to a better overall understanding of the
Moon’s origin and evolution. Further, the environment
around the Moon including plasma, the electromagnetic
field and high-energy particles will also be observed. The
data obtained in this way will be of great scientific value and
also be important information in exploring the possibility of
utilizing the Moon in the future.






